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to face such appalling decisions when I was ambitious to become a
Minister?"

It was now no longer a matter of conducting his private adventure,
of turning ministerial crises, assassinations, abortive revolutions or finan-
cial scandals to his own advantage.

It was a matter of working hand in glove with history. And Simon
was clearly aware of how history was evolving, how it was taking shape
about the nation and the empire while he was still ambitiously building
his own career. He saw the tomorrows it presaged.

And current history was the Chinese marshals on the other side of
the world fighting, since the death of Sun-Yat-Sen, among themselves,
like Alexander's successors; it was Japan trampling on Manchuria,
machine-guns rattling in the rice-fields and burning bamboo villages; it
was the war in Abyssinia, a war that, suppurating like a huge black
abscess on Africa's flank, had no cause but the desire to make it, and
was being fought against half-naked men armed with lances, who
trapped tanks as if they were rhinoceroses among the bursting bombs
and shells.

Did Simon forget that he had formed part of three successive Govern-
ments one of which had opposed sanctions against Italy, the second
supported them, and the third been in favour of the non-application of
the sanctions voted?

And current history was the failure of the League of Nations, the
resignation of the German delegation and its leaving the audiefnce-hall
in a mortal silence, and the Council of the League, more deserted every
session, contenting itself with announcing timid and inoperative ex-
communications.

It was the holocaust in Spain, the intervention of Germany and Italy
who were seizing the opportunity, by supporting military sedition, of
turning a whole country into a field for exercises directed against real
objectives.

It was the iron voices at the gates of France which, from a balcony in
Milan, from a stage in Nuremberg, from a tribune in a stadium, from
a waggon, from an agricultural tractor, from an armoured car, from
any available platform, were urging uniformed hordes to pride and
violence.

It was locomotives in both the Americas being fired with wheat^ the
wheat of over-production, while in Asia famine killed millions of
human beings every year.

It was unemployment and the manufacture of arms to absorb the
unemployed, to defend living-room, to support minorities, to protect
zones of commercial influence; and it was the traffic in arms across
continents, by official treaty or by contraband, as if one part of human-
ity were incapable of existing without trafficking in the massacre of
the rest.
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